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Orthotics and Prosthetics in Australia 

Contact 

The Australian Orthotic Prosthetic Association 
P.O. Box 1132 Hartwell, Victoria 3124 
(03) 9816 4620  |  www.aopa.org.au 
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About this guide 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

http://www.aopa.org.au/
http://www.aopa.org.au/
https://www.aopa.org.au/publications/competency-standards
https://www.aopa.org.au/publications/competency-standards
https://www.aopa.org.au/documents/item/437
https://www.aopa.org.au/documents/item/437
https://www.aopa.org.au/documents/item/286
https://www.aopa.org.au/documents/item/469
https://www.aopa.org.au/documents/item/470
https://www.aopa.org.au/documents/item/471
https://www.aopa.org.au/documents/item/472
https://www.aopa.org.au/documents/item/473
https://www.aopa.org.au/publications/scope-of-practice
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The role of AOPA 

• 

• 

• 

• 

AOPA Certified Practitioners 

Code of conduct 

Competency Standards 

https://www.aopa.org.au/publications/aopa-standards-codes
https://www.aopa.org.au/publications/aopa-standards-codes
https://nasrhp.org.au/members-of-nasrhp/
https://www.aopa.org.au/documents/item/473
https://www.aopa.org.au/publications/competency-standards
https://www.aopa.org.au/documents/item/27
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Scope of Practice 

Continuing Professional Development (CPD) requirement 

Employment as an orthotist/prosthetist in Australia 

https://www.aopa.org.au/publications/scope-of-practice
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Types of applications 

1) The International Health Practitioner (IHP) pathway; 

2) Skilled Migration pathway; 

• 

• 

The difference between the two pathways 

Why AOPA undertake assessment of competence? 

https://www.border.gov.au/Trav/Work/Work
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The application process 

1. Stage 1: Assessment of Eligibility  

 

 

 

 

The requirements to confirm your eligibility are outlined in the table below: 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



https://www.aopa.org.au/documents/item/951
https://www.aopa.org.au/documents/item/951
https://www.aopa.org.au/documents/item/1413
https://www.aopa.org.au/documents/item/1413
http://www.aopa.org.au/documents/item/904
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





1.1 Fraudulent activity  

1.2 Incomplete applications  

1.3 Payment of a non-refundable application fee 

http://www.aopa.org.au/documents/item/372
http://www.aopa.org.au/documents/item/372
https://www.aopa.org.au/membership-information/international-applicants
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2. How to submit a Stage 1 application 

 2.1 Document checklist: 









• 

• 

• 





https://www.ahpra.gov.au/Registration/Registration-Process/Certifying-Documents.aspx
http://www.aopa.org.au/documents/item/904
https://www.aopa.org.au/documents/item/951
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

2.2 Certify applicable documents  















2.3 Translations (if applicable) 

2.4 Make copies of your application  

2.5 Complete the correct online application form and make payment for the correct pathway (IHP or Skilled 
Migration). 

https://www.ahpra.gov.au/Registration/Registration-Process/Certifying-Documents.aspx
https://www.aopa.org.au/membership/type/ihp-application
https://www.aopa.org.au/membership/type/immigration-application
https://www.aopa.org.au/membership/type/immigration-application
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3. How to submit your application to AOPA 

3.1 Overview of the submission process: 

3.2 Final Checklist before submission: 











 

3.3 Address and post your application to: 

1.Complete the online 
application form, including 

uploading digital documents & 
make payment of applicable fees

2. Post hard copies to AOPA

•These must be the document copies 
that have been certified

•Please retain a third copy for your own 
records

3. AOPA acknowledge receipt of 
your application

•You will receive confirmation that we've 
received your hard copy application 
documents within 7 days of receipt

http://www.aopa.org.au/membership-information/apply-for-membership
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4. Stage 1 assessment process:  
 

4.1 Assessment outcomes 

 

 

 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

4.2 Disputes and appeals 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

4.3 Stage 1 timelines 
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5. Stage 2: Portfolio of evidence 
 

5.1 What is a portfolio of evidence? 

Purpose of Portfolio: 

5.2 Authenticity of the Evidence 

5.3 Confidentiality 

• 

• 

5.5 Example of obtaining  informed patient consent 

https://www.aopa.org.au/documents/item/204
https://www.aopa.org.au/documents/item/204
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6.  Portfolio requirements 

https://www.ahpra.gov.au/Registration/Registration-Process/Certifying-Documents.aspx
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6.1 How to submit a Portfolio of Evidence 

• 

• 

• 

6.2 Submission Requirements 

• 

• 

6.3  Examples of Evidence 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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6.4 Examples of Justification 

• 

• 

• 
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7. Overview of the Stage 2 assessment process  
 

7.1 Assessment of the portfolio: 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

7.2 Assessment outcomes 

 

 

 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 
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7.3 Stage 2 timelines 
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Appendix 1 - Evidence List 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evidence 
number 

Evidence Title & Date Format 
Performance indicator(s) 
addressed 

Location/description 

E.g., 1 DVD of patient assessment  DVD 

1.1.1, 1.1.2, 1.1.3, 1.1.4, 1.1.5, 
1.1.6, 1.1.7, 1.1.8, 1.2.2, 2.1.1, 
2.1.2,2.1.3, 2.2.1, 2.3.1, 2.3.4, 

5.1.2, 5.3.2 
DVD marked 'patient 
assessment' 

1         

2         

3         

4         

5         

6         

7         

8         

9         

10         

11     

12     

13     
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Appendix 2 -  Evidence Cover Sheet 

 

Applicant Name  

Evidence Number  

Evidence Title  

Format of evidence  

Performance indicators 

addressed 
 

Justification attached?  
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Appendix 3 – Performance Indicator Checklist 

 

   
Performance Indicator 

Evidence number  

Domain 1: Collaborative practice  
Communicates and establishes rapport in order to deliver client‐centred care 

1.1.1 

Ensures all interactions with the client and/or carer demonstrate respect, honesty, 
empathy and dignity and are conducted in a culturally appropriate manner 

  

1.1.2 Ensures the client is the focus of the care pathway   

1.1.3 
Ensures the client and/or carer is aware of their rights and responsibilities 

  

1.1.4 
Obtains informed consent from the client and/or carer prior to the provision of care 

  

1.1.5 Listens effectively to the client and/or carer   

1.1.6 
Encourages the client and/or carer to participate and provide feedback 

  

1.1.7 

Provides prompt, accurate and comprehensive information in clear terms to enable 
the client and/or carer to make an informed decision 

  

1.1.8 Uses all available resources to enhance communication   

1.2.1 

Receives and develops client referrals, professional handovers, health professional 
team reports and care plans 

  

1.2.2 
Respects, acknowledges and utilises the expertise of other health professionals 

  

1.2.3 

Establishes and maintains effective working relationships with other health 
professionals to enhance collaborative practice and client access to care 

  

1.2.4 

Actively participates within the health professional team and seeks opportunities to 
demonstrate professional excellence 

  

1.3.1 
Provides clinical justification for prescribed orthotic/prosthetic client treatment 

  

1.3.2 

Provides relevant information in order to facilitate 
client access to care   

Domain 2: Provision of clinical care: 
Develops and manages a client centred care plan 

2.1.1 

Identifies subjective and objective information to enable development of an 
appropriate orthotic/prosthetic care plan 
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2.1.2 
 Selects assessment techniques, outcome measures and other tools/instruments 
based on evidence, which are relevant to the client’s presentation   

2.1.3 Performs assessment professionally, safely and effectively   

2.2.1 Accesses and utilises evidence to guide clinical decisions   

2.3.1 Facilitates client and/or carer to establish personal goals   

2.3.2 
Considers the information obtained, the client and/or carer’s goals and evidence when 
formulating treatment options   

2.3.3 
Discusses treatment options with the client and/or carer to support client centred 
care and informed choice   

2.3.4 Discusses short- and long-term treatment goals with the client and/or carer 
  

2.3.5 
Identifies clients who require collaborative care and liaises with the health 
professional team to ensure integrated care planning 

  

2.3.6 Determines and justifies the design details of the orthosis/prosthesis prescription 
  

2.3.7 
Identifies client, carer and/or health professional team education and follow-up when 
planning treatment   

2.3.8 Selects appropriate outcome measures   

2.4.1 
Considers all relevant characteristics of the client during orthosis/prosthesis fitting and 
review processes   

2.4.2 
Uses appropriate techniques to ensure optimal fit and function of the 
orthosis/prosthesis   

2.4.3 
Reviews the client at appropriate intervals to evaluate fit, function, quality and safety 
of the orthosis/prosthesis   

2.4.4 
Evaluates and monitors treatment outcomes using patient feedback and/or outcome 
measures   

2.4.5 Modifies treatment to ensure best possible outcomes are maintained 
  

2.4.6 Discusses progress toward goals with the client and/or carer   

2.5.1 Adheres to legislative and organisational requirements for all documentation 
  

2.5.2 Maintains legible, concise and accurate documentation using contemporary methods 
  

2.5.3 
Safely and securely stores information and acts to maintain confidentiality whilst 
ensuring availability of information to other health professionals involved in the care 
pathway   

Domain 3: Provision of orthoses and prostheses 
Ensures the safe manufacture of orthoses and prostheses as part of the care plan 

3.1.1 
Utilises appropriate casting, measuring and/or cast modification techniques to 
facilitate fabrication   

3.1.2 
 Fabricates and/or coordinates the optimal 
fabrication of orthoses/prostheses   

3.1.3 
Performs and/or coordinates required modifications 
of orthoses/prostheses   

3.2.1 Assesses the orthosis/prosthesis for structural safety at appropriate intervals 
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3.2.2 
Ensures the orthosis/prosthesis is compliant with manufacturer guidelines and 
standards   

Domain 4: Service management and improvement 
Contributes to the delivery of safe, quality and effective services 
 

4.1.1 Facilitates appropriate completion of treatment   

4.1.2 
Demonstrates an ability to triage individual client 
case load within broader facility requirements for 
client care   

4.1.3 
Facilitates appropriate completion of all supportive 
activities   

4.2.1 
Determines available funding for prescribed care 
plan   

4.2.2 
Prepares and/or coordinates submission of client 
funding documentation as required   

4.2.3 
Prescribes and designs orthosis/prosthesis to 
achieve optimal outcomes within the approved 
budget for client treatment   

4.2.4 

Understands and conforms to funding 
arrangements, budget allocations, statistical 
reporting and financial transaction requirements 
relevant to the workplace 

  

4.3.1 Recognises service gaps or inefficiencies and workscollaboratively to identify solutions 
  

4.3.2 
Participates in audit processes and quality 
improvement initiatives   

Domain 5: Professional values and behaviours 
Practices in accordance with professional, ethical and legislative standards 

5.1.1 Adheres to legislation and workplace guidelines relating to safety 
  

5.1.2 Identifies workplace hazards and acts to eliminate or reduce risks 
  

5.2.1 Recognises the responsibility to do no harm   

5.2.2 
Complies with relevant laws, regulations, policies and 
guidelines   

5.2.3 Abides by applicable codes of ethics and conduct   

5.2.4 Recognises and responds appropriately if client is at risk   

5.3.1 
Works within professional scope of practice, consent 
of client and/or carer and authority of employer   

5.3.2 
Seeks assistance or refers on when beyond own level 
of competence   

5.3.3 
Recognises where further training is required to 
conduct competent practice   

Domain 6: Life‐long learning and reflective practice 
Maintains and extends professional competence and contributes to the learning and development of others 

6.1.1 
Undertakes independent learning to further own 
knowledge and skills on a continuous basis   
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6.1.2 Shares skills and knowledge with health professional colleagues and students 
  

6.1.3 Participates in health professional training and research as opportunities arise 
  

6.1.4 
Seeks out leaders within the profession for advice 
and mentoring   

6.1.5 Offers constructive feedback and assistance to other health professionals 
  

6.2.1 Assesses and critically analyses sources of evidence   

6.2.2 Demonstrates a systematic approach to analysis and decision making 
  

6.2.3 
Integrates evidence and new learning into practice to improve health outcomes for 
clients   

6.2.4 
Demonstrates knowledge of new techniques and technology relevant to 
orthotics/prosthetics   

6.2.5 Critically and continuously evaluates practice   
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Appendix 4 – Portfolio document checklist 

 

 

 
Consider the following  Please tick 

Declaration of authenticity is signed and attached (Appendix 6)  

Certified copies of all relevant photocopied documents are attached  

Certified translations of any document not in English are attached  

Confidentiality is maintained and all evidence is de-identified   

All pieces of evidence are clearly labelled with the applicant’s name and contact details  

Recordings and video footage are clear and easy to see/hear  

Consent forms for clients involved in any footage/recording are attached (Appendix 7)  

All pieces of evidence are accompanied by a justification   

All pieces of evidence have a coversheet (Appendix 2)  

The evidence list is filled and attached (Appendix 1)  

The performance indicator checklist is filled in and attached to the application (Appendix 3)  

One hard copy and one digital copy have been submitted to AOPA. A third copy has been 

retained for your own records. 
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Appendix 5 – Assessment Rubric 
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Appendix 6 - Declaration of Authenticity 
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Appendix 7 - Consent form example 
 

 

Applicant Name:                                                                                                                         

 

Patient Name:                                                                   

 

 

I                                                                   consent to being videoed/photographed for the purpose of  
APPLICANT NAME’s portfolio of evidence for submission as part of an application for eligibility of 
membership to the Australian Orthotic Prosthetic Association (AOPA).  

I consent to the viewing of these videos/photographs by Assessors, and AOPA staff members as required. I 
also consent to Accreditation Committee/Admissions Appeals Committee members viewing the videos if 
required.   

I agree to my name being displayed on this consent form, for the purpose of the named applicant 
demonstrating their understanding of the importance of informed consent.  

 

Patient Name:                                                 

Patient’s signature:                                                                             

Date:             

                                                           

Applicant Name:                                                          

Applicant Signature:  

Date:  
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Appendix 8 - Appeals Information 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

http://www.aopa.org.au/documents/item/286


 

AOPA  |  Guidelines for AOPA Membership Applications - for orthotist/prosthetists with a non-accredited qualification  
 

35 

 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

https://www.aopa.org.au/documents/item/574
mailto:admin@aopa.org.au
http://www.aopa.org.au/
mailto:admin@aopa.org.au
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Appendix 9 - Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) about non-
accredited applications 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aopa.org.au%2Fmembership-information%2Finternational-applicants&data=05%7C02%7Cjulia.hibma%40aopa.org.au%7C7372fdede7a74e8a479308dc5c4c23b5%7Ca1102acfac06421ab877786be38aa6f3%7C0%7C0%7C638486729307497654%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8ctOUspMb5PA%2F30gR7ANHYFpHBtqjld4voBR0hi2eOI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aopa.org.au%2Fmembership-information%2Fskills-assessment-for-migration&data=05%7C02%7Cjulia.hibma%40aopa.org.au%7C7372fdede7a74e8a479308dc5c4c23b5%7Ca1102acfac06421ab877786be38aa6f3%7C0%7C0%7C638486729307505083%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nqlODkCMvesKyqt5GO9Hwek%2BWeVwr5YxZgvzqA2vveg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.aopa.org.au/documents/item/907
https://www.aopa.org.au/documents/item/907
https://www.aopa.org.au/documents/item/907
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

mailto:admin@aopa.org.au
https://www.aopa.org.au/documents/item/951
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Version Number  Purpose/Change  Author  Date  
1.0  Original version. Accreditation & 

Certification Manager 
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2.0 General updates to the 
Guidelines to improve clarity.  

Julia Hibma, 
Accreditation & 
Certification Manager  

October, 
2024 
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The Australian Orthotic Prosthetic Association 
P.O. Box 1132 Hartwell, Victoria 3124 
(03) 9816 4620  |  www.aopa.org.au 


